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junction with oxygen and carbonic acid in the atmosphere. For-
tunately, the monuments are usually situated far away from the
modern industrial centres; and so the question of the acidity of air
due to sulphuric acid generated by the combustion of coal, which
is so acute in Europe, does not arise here. The case of the famous
temples of Halebid and Belur in Mysore State may be cited. These
imposing monuments are built out of a stone locally called 'pot-
stone/ which is an ultra-basic rock of the variety of altered
pyroxenites. This stone is considered to be of excellent weathering
qualities, but signs of its decay are evident all over the temples.
The chemical analyses of the sound and decaying specimens of
the stone have revealed that in the process of weathering about
25 per cent, of its constituents have been lost. This is manifestly
due to the action of rainwater aided by carbon dioxide and oxygen
of the air. A waterproof treatment was recommended.

Similarly there are numerous monuments in Central India built
out of sandstones from the Vindhya range, and the Deccan trap
rock, which are weathering badly through the agency of meteoric
waters. Experiments have been carried out on some of these to
render their exposed surface waterproof by treatment with paraffin
wax paste, but its beneficial effect has been found to be only short-
lived, and it is, therefore, necessary to repeat this treatment at very
short intervals. In fact, no satisfactory waterproofing treatment has
been found so far. On account of these difficulties the conservation
of monuments in India has so far been limited practically to ordinary
repairs and engineering measures for their stabilization. The main
monuments which have been treated with paraffin wax are the
Udayagiri Caves (Gwalior), Asoka inscriptions at Jaugada, Nanaghat
inscriptions, the Asoka Column at Lauriya-Araraj, temples at
Sibsagar (Assam), the Jain image at Barwani and the Dibbesvara
temple at Sarapalli (Vizagapatam district).